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MIDWEEK OF LENT 4 
Barabbas was a heartless, brutal criminal with anger in his heart and blood on his hands. Custom 
dictated that Pontius Pilate should release one prisoner at the feast of Passover. Pilate knows Jesus is 
innocent and tries to get the crowd to ask for Jesus’ release, but the crowd calls instead for Barabbas. 
The crowd condemns the innocent Jesus and demands that the guilty Barabbas receive a pardon. We 
are Barabbas. We are guilty and sinful and deserving of death. But we are also Barabbas in that Jesus 
takes our place, takes our punishment, and sets us free. 
 
Opening Hymn “Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed” #437
1 Alas! And did my Savior bleed, 

    And did my sov’reign die? 
Would He devote that sacred head 
    For such a worm as I? 

 
2 Was it for crimes that I had done 

    He groaned upon the tree? 
Amazing pity, grace unknown, 
    And love beyond degree! 

 
3 Well might the sun in darkness hide 

    And shut his glories in 

When God, the mighty maker, died 
    For His own creatures’ sin. 

 
4 Thus might I hide my blushing face 

    While His dear cross appears, 
Dissolve my heart in thankfulness, 
    And melt mine eyes to tears. 

 
5 But drops of grief can ne’er repay 

    The debt of love I owe; 
Here, Lord, I give myself away: 
    ’Tis all that I can do. 

Text: Public domain 

Stand 
Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
Opening Sentences 

P As we continue our Lenten journey, we watch as Jesus stands trial before the Roman governor, 
Pontius Pilate. 

C Pilate knows that Jesus is innocent. 

P Pilate tries to set Jesus free, 

C but the people call for a thief and murderer named Barabbas. 

P Though Barabbas is guilty, he is set free. 

C Though Jesus is innocent, He is condemned to die. 

Confession and Absolution 

P We are like Barabbas. We are guilty. We all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. The 
wages of sin is death. Still, our heavenly Father invites us to return to Him and seek His forgiveness. 

C Heavenly Father, we have sinned against You and against our neighbors in our thoughts, words, 
and actions. We have rebelled against Your rule and reign. We know our guilt. We know we 
deserve the punishment of death. But we seek Your abundant mercy on account of Jesus. 

 



P Almighty God, in His mercy, has given His Son to die for you. Jesus stands in your place and takes 
the punishment for your sin. He endures death for you. Therefore, as a called and ordained servant 

of Christ, and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. We are pardoned. We are set free because of Jesus. 

 

T  WORD  T 
Psalm Psalm 102:18-22 

P Let this be recorded for a generation to come, so that a people yet to be created may praise the 
LORD: 

C that He looked down from His holy height; from heaven the LORD looked at the earth, 

P to hear the groans of the prisoners, to set free those who were doomed to die, 

C that they may declare in Zion the name of the LORD, and in Jerusalem His praise, 

P when peoples gather together, and kingdoms, to worship the LORD. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 
We are seated 

Old Testament T  The Coming King of Zion  T Zechariah 9:11-12 

P The Old Testament Reading is from Zechariah, the ninth chapter. 
11As for you also, because of the blood of My covenant with you, I will set your prisoners free from 

the waterless pit. 12Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; today I declare that I will restore to 
you double. 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle T  Ministers of the New Covenant  T 2 Corinthians 3:15-18 

P The Epistle is from Second Corinthians, the third chapter. 
15Yes, to this day whenever Moses is read a veil lies over their hearts. 16But when one turns to the 

Lord, the veil is removed. 17Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is 
freedom. 18And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into 
the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit. 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 

Holy Gospel T  My Kingdom Is Not of This World  T John 18:33-40 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eighteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
33So Pilate entered his headquarters again and called Jesus and said to Him, “Are You the King of the 

Jews?” 34Jesus answered, “Do you say this of your own accord, or did others say it to you about Me?” 
35Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests have delivered You over to me. 
What have You done?”  



36Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, My servants 
would have been fighting, that I might not be delivered over to the Jews. But My kingdom is not from 
the world.”  

37Then Pilate said to Him, “So You are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this 
purpose I was born and for this purpose I have come into the world—to bear witness to the truth. 
Everyone who is of the truth listens to My voice.” 38Pilate said to Him, “What is truth?” After he had 
said this, he went back outside to the Jews and told them, “I find no guilt in Him. 39But you have a 
custom that I should release one man for you at the Passover. So do you want me to release to you the 
King of the Jews?” 40They cried out again, “Not this man, but Barabbas!” Now Barabbas was a robber. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 T  Confession of Faith  T Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven and sits at the 

     right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living 
and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen

 
We are seated 
Sermon Hymn “O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken”  #439
1 O dearest Jesus, what law hast Thou 

broken 
That such sharp sentence should on Thee 
be spoken? 
Of what great crime hast Thou to make 
confession, 
What dark transgression? 

 
2 They crown Thy head with thorns, they 

smite, they scourge Thee; 
With cruel mockings to the cross they urge 
Thee; 
They give Thee gall to drink, they still decry 
Thee; 
They crucify Thee. 

 
3 Whence come these sorrows, whence this 

mortal anguish? 

It is my sins for which Thou, Lord, must 
languish; 

Yea, all the wrath, the woe, Thou dost inherit, 
This I do merit. 

 
4 What punishment so strange is suffered 

yonder! 
The Shepherd dies for sheep that loved to 
wander; 
The Master pays the debt His servants owe 
Him, 
Who would not know Him. 

 
5 The sinless Son of God must die in sadness; 

The sinful child of man may live in gladness; 
Man forfeited his life and is acquitted; 
God is committed. 

Text: Public domain 

 
Sermon  



Offering—may be left in the offering plates near the doors as you leave.  Those worshipping at home 
may continue to mail or drop off offerings at the church office, and on-line giving is available to 
everyone on our website at www.stpauloaklawn.org. For information about regular electronic 
giving, please contact the church office.   

 
Stand 
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven… 
 
Prayer of the Church 
 
Closing Prayer Luther’s Evening Prayer 

P We pray together Luther’s Evening Prayer, 

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have graciously 
kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, 
and graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, 
and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  
Amen. 

 
Benedicamus & Benediction 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve 
you. 

C Amen. 
 
We are seated 
Closing Hymn "All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night" #883 sts. 1-2; 4 & 6
1 All praise to Thee, my God, this night 

For all the blessings of the light. 
Keep me, O keep me, King of kings, 
Beneath Thine own almighty wings. 

 
2 Forgive me, Lord, for Thy dear Son, 

The ill that I this day have done, 
That with the world, myself, and Thee, 
I, ere I sleep, at peace may be. 

 

4 Oh, may my soul in Thee repose, 
And may sweet sleep mine eyelids close, 
Sleep that shall me more vig’rous make 
To serve my God when I awake! 

 

D 6 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Text: Public domain

Postlude 
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